Meher Baba, Holy Man of the Hindu Yogis, Who Hasn’t Spoken a
Word in Eight Years and Claims He Can Perform
Miracles, Will Try
to Start a Colony
of Mystics in
America

Mehior Babin, the Tnilion “Messiah,” Die-
cussing His Feligion Wit Disciples by
Menny of His Alphaber Bourd, for He
Hus Tuken a Vow Never to Spenk
n Wurd,

visit from Meher Baba, the fa-

mous ‘holy man” from India,
known as the “Messiah,” and said to be
the inspirer of Mahatma Gandhi.

In India a holy man's fame depends

" largely. on how long he eun go without
eating, or whether he hus lived for
veurs without having spoken any words,
or can holid himsclf upside down on a
pole, or remsin for many days buried
in the ground with only his head show-
ing.

Mecher Buba can do many of these
tricks, and in addition iy suppaseidl to
e able to perform miracles. The ig-
norant and simple-minded natives of
India ure greatly impressed by “haly
men” und it is expected that the eredu-
Tous-minded in Amerien will alse iake
Meher Baba seriously and chip in liber-
ally when those who are prometing the
holy ‘man pass around the hat. But
when it comes to performing miracles,
men of seichee or redl inkelligence will
want to he shown.

Mecher Baba is credited with many
supernatural achievements in his native
India. It is seriously stated that when
he was crossing the Ghat Mountaing in
an autornobile with
a few [riends they
reitched a dangerous
corner.  Here the
mountiiin rend was
hordered on-the left
side by a towering
mass of selid rock,
and on Lhe right
side it was  com-
plelely unprotected.
Lielow vawned a ter-
rifying precipice
with a drop of sev-
cral {housand feet,

Suddenly the au-
tomobile — stopped,
owing to the stalling
aof Lhe congine, as
they elimlwd up the
steep voad. Then it
legan to slide haclk-
wanils, o the great
alarm of its occu-
pants.  The driver
applicd Lhe  Drakes,
but Llhey r(ailed  to
act,  The aulo quick-
v appreached  the
edge ol Lhe il
and dgalh scemed to
he inevitulile far all
in e ear. AL this
psychological m o-
ment  Meher Bala
touched ke skde of
the aulo aml lightly
snapped hia fingers.
At once the aute
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union. While he was a
student at the Universily
of Dombay, an old Mo-
hammedan  woman  fukir
became his spiritual guide,

One day, as she sat un-
der the “nimb-tree,”
where she was a familinr
figure La the people of
Pouna, she called te him.

He abeyed her and there-

wns broughl to o - 3 L ) . upen, he says, she ew-
stnnelstill by a “mir- Thin Holy Man Is Atlnining Bodify Paeily by Going Without Food—the braced him  and  imme-
acle,””  ihe  report Less lle Fats the More Spiritual He Becomes. dinlely he felb “u psychic
goo. and spiritaal thrill.”

On unolher accngion, it is relnted,
when Meher Babn had made his hend-
gunrters in Lhe little town of Tokar in
Wealern Diding, il 4o happened thot. o
prreal genreily of rwin prevailed in the
region. Aceording Lo Toeal tustoms the
waple indulged in varipus ceremaonies,
meluding o tom-lom  procession,  in
vrder Lo propitinte  the  goddess  of
ruin. Bul their efforts were of 1o avail,
Fuwmine and slwrvatlon threnicned the
whole distrlet.

The headman of the town wenl to
Meher Babn and humbly begged hlm Lo
use hls miraculous powars to Lring
about some gool showers of rain, The
Boly man wnld, Y14 will soon begin to
rnin now,™ ,

Within less than an hour of this,

y dark clouds began Lo gather over Tokar
und in n fow minuates it ruined, There-
after  tremendons  showers  fell  for
nearly u whole werk, to the reliel of
the popululion. Al last the rain beeame
excessive and threntened i Mooding of
Lhe Lown nhg destroetion of the erops.
Thee headmun cnme  onee mare Lo
Meher Babn wnd begged Mim to stop
the rain,  Almost immedintely, it is
snid, Lhe ghowers eame Lo an end.

Mecher Baba was born In 1894 in
Peona, Indla, and wans the son of u
respeclable Parsee fumily, which means
that he fs of Persinn ¢rcscc-nt. He is
learnad in the philesophy of the fanrous
philesopher %oroasier, but wxperls in
the higher lines of mysticism in all

Orienial countrles belong io e sume

He alandoned his college course and
devoted himself to the stody of mystic-
jsn and acquiring “Yoga,” He traveled
all over Indin visiting the mysterious
cave Lemples of Lthe HMimnlava Moun-
Laing, Lhe snermd shrines of Benares,
and aut-af-the-swny centers of myslic-
izm in lhe south.  During his wander-
ings he gnme into contnet with “Yogis,”
“Rishics” und mugicinns. 1Bighl years
ugo he took w vow af silence and has
not spoken since, while once he Cnsled
for Clve-nnd-n-half wmenths, He com-
municatea with English spenking people
by means of n cardbourd on which is
prinied the English slphaliet, pointing
willl hig forefinger to the different
letlers and thus composing worils,

He Ins tong, silky hair which fally
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in wawves to his shoulders and gives him
wvery “holy' look. Ilis eyes heam with
a light thal s supposed to have a
magiea] effeck.

The “Messiah” Is now in England
and expects evenlually Lo reach the
nited Stales. Tt is said he plans to
cgtublish a colony at Hwrmaon, New
York, something like that which the
Ahatma Ghandi maintains in India, He
announced his intention to break dewn
all religious harriers, destroy American
nuleriilism, and amalgamate all crecds
inte o conmmen clement of love,

He admitted that he could perform
wll sarts of miracles heeanse, nshe spud,
anyone who hecomes “one with teath”
van aecomplish anything. But he was
reticent as Lo the parlicatar miracles
he woull perform. 10 Meher Baba
ndertnkes  miracles in Lhe United
Stales, he will he walehel very care-
fully, M his heen advised Lthal wol ot
Adnericans are easily Toeled.

The warl “Baba,” applied to this
hely mon awd others, is o litle of re-
specl In many eorienlal countries mnd
hag & menning something like *Fuller"
or “Reverend,” His {ul] name is Shri
Sndgurn Mecher. He belongs Lo Lhe
cluss of nmtlvanced myatics knoewn as
Yogis, which means that they have
renchesd n cerluin fegree of proliciency
in the philesophy of Yogn. To de this

Qreat Britaln Hlghia Hoserred.

An Indiun Yopi of ihe Bolu's Schoul Teneli
With His Right Leg Curled Avonml His N

ng n Huly I'ml1u‘r_‘—51l'i‘..u'huﬂ Qul
ok, Oftentimes in the Middle of

the Street,  This, He Thinks, Pacifics Flis Soub

In This Contortion the Mystie 1s Trying
1w Acquire Control Over Matter.

they wust go through o long course of
stants und  execrcises which impress
peaple very much and are supposed Lo
give them control aver matter and en-
abie them to do supernatural thinps.
The Hindu word "Yoga™ means union
and is defined by the Encyclopedia Bri-
tannica ws ‘diversion of the senses
from the external world and concentra-
tion of thonght within.”

A famous lndian Yopi named Nara-
singha Swami, noted for his ahility to
cat poison, recently came to a tragie
ond. The Yogi died in a Brilish haospi-
tal in Rungaon, Burma, a8 a resull of
cating al  public exhibition a handful
of erushed glass, a leaspoonfud of nitric
acidl, aeveral times a falal ddose of
strychning, g similar dose of polassinm
cvanide, and finally, by way of dessert,
a spoonful of sulphurie aeid.

1t was the strychnine, hospital doe-
tors report, that ended the Yogi's
carcer.  According te the report, he
survived all the olher peisons, but for
some reason the strychnine acled more
strongly than usual. The Yogi, it was
suid, had been accustomed for several
vears to make lis living by eating in
public these same poisons in equal or
greater amountis. The real secret of
low ke did e trick was not revealed.

The reason why the last assoriment
proved fital is sod by the Yagi's mun-
ager Lo hivve heen the aceidental omis-
sion on the (atal day af the mental and
physical exercises prodevibed Tor ex-
perls in Yopa, amd which the Yogi was
neewslomad to carty oubt before all of
his poisen-eating fuuls,

Most  slatemenis Lhol Yogis  wnd
olher Hindu asceties ean perform gen-
uine miracles, such ng raising the dead
are found to rest on populer repord nn
not on Lhe evidence cf sclentific Weat-
orn witnesses,  The auperstition of the
peaple {8 uwnlimilerd.  Lowell Thomas
mentions 0 1emackable Hinda  fukdr
named Snddhu Blywdhanan Bhan whom

he visiled ab Pur, and who was widely
ereditad will: having the power pf rais-
ing the dead. A native government
officinl tol! 1he American visitor Lhat
he saw the fakir bring Lo life two bivds
which hnd been thoreughly strongled
and dead four hours.

When Mr. Thomas visiled the fakir,
he says he saw him teke a piece of
clean cotlon ond by focusing the sun-
light on it cuuse it to smell suceessively
of violets, sllar of reses andd a nalive
scent. . Mr. Themas did nel sec the
fakir ruise the dead.

Swallowing live is reported to be a
common accomplishment of the as-
celics, but the magician Heudini ha-
shiown that this can be done sufliciently
well tg impress ardinary people by
soaking the mouth thoroughly wilh
spirits of sulphur.

Enduring snake bites and swallowing
scorpions nre  olher rteported Vogi
stunts. There is a lack of satisfactory
proof that the repliles had their
venom, but in any case magicians have
proved that theve are several eifective
ways wl protecting the hody apainst
snalke-lLite.

There ave %1 principal postures erlled
“augnag,” which the Yopi praetices m
oriler to nbtain cemplete vontrol of the
body and impress the public. They are
saifl to unite the Yogi with the powers
controlling the universe and help him
te perform miracles. The asanss look
difficult and require a special dicl.
There js an old Hindu saying that il is
casier to stand on the sharpened cilges
of rtuzors lthan to follow the Yol
diseipline.

One of theny, knvwn as “sirshasana,’”
consists of reposing head downward as
long ag possible under the shade of n
tree. This is only one of the simpler
asunas. 1t is said io be excellent for
the eirculatiou of the veing,  Anolher
exereise valled nauli consists of moy-
ing the muscles of abdomen and
stomarh indeperdently and overcormes
intestinal stasis. There seems to be no
doubt that the asanes are first-class
strelebing exercises.

A “posture ealled vedu-purans cor-
sigls in lywng slreiched out on the left
side with the right leg curied around
lhe boek of the neck in a position
which few Americans could assume.
(e ascetic assumes this position in Lhe
middle of a narrow Calculta streel,
thus requiring a detour by taxis aml
other wheeled wvehicles that wish to
pass. )

In one poslure the ascelic supporls
himself entirely on his haunds with his
legs eurled up ait the groumd.  Seme
Yougis rurl their Jegs behingd their backs
m such intricate knots that il iz hard
Lo Lelt where (hey berin and end. Such
postures  cannot be  altiined by an
ordinitty grown person, bt it s slated
lhat an Ameriean conterlionist could
aceomplish them if he hegan yeunp.

Resting upon the head and hands
with the legs held up in the air calls
for an advanced degree of skill. Amonys
the 84 pusluves, 34 have been eredited
with much more merit than the rest.
The excellenee of some of the 34 pos-
tures is durn to the mental power they
wre supposed bo give.  Others we al-
leged to cure cevtain physical ills ar Lo
vheck undegirable tendeneies (hrough
eontrol of nerves and orguns. .

In Tndin, Yogls have an unwrikten
right to live wud sleep i oany sp&k in
ihe epen air which they choose.  They
are never proseculed  for vagraney.
Meher Baba usually occupies o cave
with 2 wide entranee so that everyhody
can see him. .

The perfect Yogi is suid to be able
lo make hinself invisible, to fly through
the air, and Lo possess other unusnal
aecomplishments, 1t s predicted that
thiz “Mrssiah™ will netb try any of these
"miivaceles” in Dronl of the shap eves
of Ameriean seientisla

Meher i3 has no sympathy wilh
mpidlern eivi |.'..1Liut|—|:m UeHeves man
shouledl spenel his life in centemplation
amdd spivitual development.  The Yogis
prrfarm ne useful, practival service ta
mankimi, 10, down Lhrough the ages,
everybody had been o Yogi silting in
contemplation  of  apirilunl  malters
there would hiuve been very little prae-
tical progress of mnnkind; things would
be sumewhul as Lhoy were in cave-man
nys,  Disease, fumine and  misery
wotld still sweep Lhe world ns il did
in earlicr nges and wg, indeed, it daes
now In_Indin, which is known ns the
most  boekward  wd  unenlightened
colntry in the world.
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